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PREFACE
The Environment Syllabus for Standard I-III of 2022 is derived from the great changes 
in education that were conducted by the Ministry of Education and Vocational 
Training (MoEVT), that has included the curriculum review of Pre-primary and 
Primary Education in 2019. The aim of reviewing this syllabus is to make it go along 
with the development of science and technology, competitive in labor market with 
global economic changes as it has been explained in several governmental documents 
including the Zanzibar Education Policy.

MoEVT through the Zanzibar Institute of Education (ZIE) has prepared the 
Environment Syllabus in order to suit the subject’s needs. Therefore, this syllabus 
contains all Environment topics that relate to the aim and context of the subject 
concerned. The writing of this syllabus has considered several educational 
stakeholders in different levels especially in primary education. MoEVT through ZIE 
has ensured that this syllabus incompasses the stakeholders’ opinions together with 
the review of several documents from other countries that are similar geographically 
as well as in terms of educational system and population.

MoEVT sincerely thanks all the stakeholders who participated in one way or another 
in the development of this Environment Syllabus (I-III) from the beginning to its 
completion. These including; ZIE Advisory Board members, ZIE Staff, Lectures, 
MoEVT Technical Team, Curriculum Developers, Teachers as well as Retired 
professionals from MoEVT.

I hope this syllabus will be used for all government and private schools in Zanzibar, 
as well as other curriculum implementers at Primary Educational Level. 

Khamis A. Said,
Principal Secretary,
Ministry of Education and Vocational Training,  
Zanzibar.
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INTRODUCTION

This Environment syllabus of 2022 for Lower Primary has been prepared to meet 
the basic needs at the primary education level in Zanzibar.  It is derived from the 
2009 which was reviewed in 2019. These syllabi includes Introduction, Philosophy 
of Education in Zanzibar, the Goals and Objectives of the Primary Education in 
Zanzibar, the Reasons for Reviewing the Primary Education Curriculum, The 
Importance of Learning an Environment followed by the list of the general outcomes 
of environment subject, Structure of the Syllabus, general learning outcomes for 
each class and also the syllabus includes matrix. 

1.1	 Zanzibar Philosophy of Education
The Curriculum Framework for Pre-Primary and Primary Education is inline with 
Zanzibar’s philosophy of education, values and principles of its education system.

The philosophy of education in Zanzibar is the same as that of the United Republic of 
Tanzania which aims at the provision of  Education for Self-Reliance. This philosophy 
is featured by self independence, confidence, progressiveness, possession of life 
skills, valuing equality, entrepreneurship, inventiveness, curiousities, creativity, and 
the ability to assess, evaluate and analyse.

1.2	 The Overall Goals of Zanzibar Education
The following are the overall goals of Zanzibar education:-

1.	 To promote and sustain the best cultural values, attitudes and customs of 
the people of Zanzibar and Tanzania for the purpose of enhancing unity and 
cultural identity.

2.	 To promote the acquisition of all forms of knowledge, skills and attitude that 
will fully enhance the people’s individual and societal wellbeing. 

3.	 To enable every citizen to understand and respect the principles of the Zanzibar 
and Tanzania Constitutions, Human Rights as well as civil rights, obligations 
and responsibilities.

4.	 To promote and enhance the proper use, management and conservation of the 
environment.

5.	 To promote appreciation and respect of civil service and self- employed work, 
as well as observing accountability, discipline and quality performance at 
work. 

6.	 To inculcate the attitude towards adhering to the principles and practices 
of tolerance, peace, love, justice, human rights and fundamental freedoms, 
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national unity and International cooperation as enshrined in the International 
basic Charters.

1.3 	 Objectives of Primary Education

The objectives of Primary Education in Zanzibar are as follows:
1.	 To enable all school children of school going- age develop and sustain 

strong foundations of skills in reading, writing, counting, creating and 
communicating in Kiswahili, English and other foreign languages.

2.	 To enable learners, understand the application of science and technology 
and recognize its contribution to their national development and world in 
general.

3.	 To set, develop and sustain in strong foundations of thinking skills and 
curiousity to the leaners in order to understand their environment and social 
relationships.

4.	 To enable the learners, understand how past events influence the present as 
well as the future. 

5.	 To recognise learner’s talents from their early age in order to sustain and 
develop them.

6.	 To set strong foundations in observing, thinking and co-operating skills 
in solving problems which hinder their personal development and the 
development of their society.

7.	 To prepare learners for joining secondary education.

8.	 To enable the learners, develop their mental abilities and interest in searching 
for knowledge.

9.	 To familiarize learners with productive activities and promote their readiness 
to fulfil their social responsibilities.

10.	 To enable learners, recognize and uphold their national unity as well as the 
cooperation between their nation and people from other nations. 

11.	 To enable the learners, develop acceptable spiritual, moral, cultural and 
ideological values in order to promote patriotism and understanding of their 
country’s historical, political and social situations.

12.	 To develop and sustain learners’ self – discipline, respect gender equality 
and protect of personal health and other peoples’ health.

13.	 To enable the learners, develop habits of smartness, cleanliness and proper 
use of their leisure time.

14.	 To promote learners’ love for their environment and interest in environmental 
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conservation.
1.4	 Reasons for the Reviewing of Primary Education Curriculum 
In 2019, the Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar reviewed the curriculum of Pre-
Primary and Primary education. The aim was to make it relevant to the development 
of Science and Technology, employment competition and global economic changes, 
as stated in various Government documents, including Zanzibar Policy of Education. 
The policy focuses on enhancing the quality and structure of education so as to have 
good link starting from Pre Primary, Primary, to Secondary, in order to suit peoples’ 
expectations within the society. Among the proposed changes in that policy is to 
have seven (7) years of primary education instead of six (6) years that was being 
practiced before. 

1.5	 Importance of Learning Environment Subject
According to the 2019 educational review, it was realized that the Environment 
subject was not independent one but was among the topics in Social Science and 
Science subjects from standard I-VI. Therefore, due to the societal needs, it was 
observed that the subject is important to be taught from standard I-III independently.

It is because, this subject helps the learners to build knowledge, skills and positive 
attitudes to enable him or her to preserve and value his/her sorrounding environment. 
This subject also, helps the learners to promote his/her health and prevent him/her 
from communicable and non communicable diseases. Further more, this subject 
helps the learner to sustain Zanzibar culture, being good citizen and create different 
activities that enable him/her to be indipendent.

1.6	 General Learning Outcomes of Environment Subject
After studying Environment at primary school level the pupils shall demonstrate 
ability to:

1.	 Understand basic health practices and observe self-respect, self protect, personal 
hygiene and environmental cleanliness, e.g. Identify common diseases and their 
causes, identify parts of the body and their functions.

2.	 Identify their environment features and understand things that influences these 
e.g. identify various economic areas of Zanzibar and their features, identify 
similarities and differences between animals, appreciate the importance of using 
resources in a right way and others.

3.	 Respect human rights as well as having cultural and religious tolerance 
4.	 Collect information, knowledge and skills from various ICT sources and apply 

them appropriately for personal and societal development 
5.	 Understand their rights and responsibilities in relation to there family, society as 

well as country.
6.	 Understand and appreciate the history of Zanzibar and their neighbouring 

countries.
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2.0 STRUCTURE OF THE SYLLABUS
This syllabus consists of two main sections: the preliminary pages and the teaching 
and learning tables/matrix.

2.1 Preliminary Pages
This section consists of the Introduction of Syllabus, Zanzibar Philosophy of 
Education, goals and objectives of Zanzibar Primary Education, reasons for reviewing 
Environment Syllabus and importance of learning Environment. Also, there is the 
general learning outcomes of Environment for Standards I-III. Other aspects are: 
explanations on items from the syllabus matrix as well as the scope and sequence of 
the topics therein. 

2.2 Teaching and Learning Tables/ Matrix
This section shows the learning procedures clarified in the three tables which carries 
the content of learning from Standard I-III. Each table starts with the list of general 
learning outcomes for the specific class. After the general learning outcomes, follows 
the table of matrix with six columns with topics, specific learning outcomes, learning 
techniques, learning resources, assessment, and number of periods for each subtopic. 
The following are explanations for each item from the teaching and learning tables/
matrix.

2.2.1 	Topics
The topics focus on the scope of teaching and learning of specific topic.

2.2.2 Specific Learning Outcomes
Each Subtopic shows specific learning outcomes. Those learning outcomes describe 
knowledge, skills, and attitude that each learner is supposed to gain from the particular 
subtopic. Specific learning outcomes are used in assessment that demonstrates 
indicators of the competence. Normally, during learning pupil begins to show some 
indicators while learning. So each learner is supposed to attain the mentioned specific 
learning outcomes.

2.2.3 	Learning Techniques
This column consists of interactive learning techniques to be used in learning the 
topics in this subject. The learning techniques are such as question and answers, 
brainstorming, games, songs, gallery walk, demonstration, role play and practical 
work. These are proposed methods that seemed to motivate students’ participation in 
learning. The teacher is advised to use other interactive techniques which might be 
appropriate according to their teaching environment.

2.2.4 Learning Resources
Learning resources relate to learning techniques, specific learning outcomes, subtopic 
and the requirements of each subtopic. However the listed resources are the proposed 
samples, the teacher is advised to be creative in improvising resources from real 
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environment or low cost materials. Also, teacher should cooperate with the learners 
to create and design learning resources by using local raw materials available in their 
environment.

2.2.5	 Assessment
In this column, assessment techniques and tools are suggested to assess if the learners 
achieve the intended specific learning outcomes of the targeted topic. Assessment 
should be done daily, weekly, monthly, at the end of the term, and year. Teacher is 
insisted to assess each learner’s progress using various techniques. Those techniques 
are such as self-assessment, observation, portfolio, checklist, question and answers 
and exercises. While using those techniques, it is better for a teacher to focus on the 
proposed techniques and tools of assessment addressed in the syllabus and consider 
needs of every pupil.

2.2.6 	Periods
This column shows the number of periods for the topics to be taught. That total has 
been reached after working out the total number of periods for this subject in each 
academic year (210) days for each class. Such total is divided by the number of sub-
topics contained in the Syllabus so as to get the average number of periods for each 
sub-topic. This estimation can be altered by the teacher according to the teaching/
learning circumstances of the topic concerned. The Environment subject has been 
allocated 6 periods per week for standard I and II and 7 periods for week for standard 
III. From Monday to Thursday the duration of one period is forty (40) minutes in the 
morning session and thirty five (35) minutes in the afternoon session. But on Friday 
each period will take only thirty (30) minutes. The school management is required to 
assist the compensation of the learning time lost.

2.3	 Scope and Sequence
The topics have been sequenced in accordance with the learner’s cognitive, spiritual,  
physical and sensitive development. Their learning capacity to learn and the 
importance of the subject in economic, social activities as well as the interdependence 
of the particular topics. The topics have also been specifically considered the cross-
cutting issues interpreneurship and life skills. 

The teacher is advised to teach these topics by taking into consideration the learning 
environment and the appropriate logic. The following table shows the suggested 
sequence of topics in the Syllabus:-
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TOPICS

SEQUENCES OF THE TOPICS PER 
CLASS

STD I STD II STD III

1. CLEANLINESS √ √

2. OUR ENVIRONMENT √ √ √

3. WASTE √

4. FOOD AND NUTRITION √ √ √

5. DISEASES √

6. FIRST AID √

7. ANIMALS √ √ √

8. OUR CULTURE √ √

9. OUR ECONOMY √

10 OUR ETHICS √ √ √

11 COMMUNICATION √ √ √

TOTAL 7 8 9
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STANDARD I

General Learning Outcomes for Standard One
In learning Environment subject, the standard one pupil shall demonstrate the 
ability to: 

1.	 Maintain body and clothing cleanliness in daily life.
2.	 Use clean and safe water and preserve its sources.
3.	 Recognize the groups of food to build and protect body health.
4.	 Recognize the importance of domestic and wild animals in promoting the 

National Economy.
5.	 Recognize and develop cultural activities and building assertiveness. 
6.	 Recognize and practice acceptable ethical principles in the society.
7.	 Recognize and use communication so as to get knowledge and scientific 

skills
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STANDARD II

General Learning Outcomes for Standard Two

In learning Environment subject, the standard two pupil shall demonstrate the 
ability to: 

1.	 Like and clean the environment.
2.	 Preserve and avoid all destructive activities in the environment.
3.	 Use nutritional foods in order to build-up and protect body health. 
4.	 Recognize the importance of Terrestrial and Aquatic animals so as to 

promote the National economy.
5.	 Recognize and develop the Zanzibari cultural heritage.
6.	 Avoid activities that lead to moral destruction. 
7.	 Use the traditional and modern communication devices to promote 

communication in different scenarios.
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STANDARD III

General Learning Outcomes for Standard Three

In learning Environment subject, the standard three pupil shall demonstrate the 
ability to: 

1.	 Build the habit of conserving environment. 
2.	 Prepare nutritional food. 
3.	 Prevent him/her self from communicable and non-communicable diseases.
4.	 Recognize and provide first aid. 
5.	 Recognize and conserve Zanzibar natural resources.
6.	 Recognize and conserve rare animals and birds available in Zanzibar. 
7.	 Cultivate and grow food and cash crops to promote National economy.
8.	 Become a good leader and show respect to his/her national identity symbols 

of Zanzibar.
9.	 Use publications and library for getting knowledge and scientific skills.
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