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PREFACE

The 2022 Pre-primary Education Syllabus replaces the 2012 syllabus. This syllabus
is derived from the reviewed pre-primary and primary Education curriculum that
started in 2019. The process of this curriculum reform involves various educational
stakeholders specifically the members from pre- primary education level. It focuses
on preparing the child for all areas of development, including mental, physical,
visionary, social and emotional development to prepare them to join primary
education.

The Syllabus is based on the requirements of the Zanzibar Education Policy, which
goes hand in hand with educational reforms in line with the needs of the 21st century.
The Ministry of Education and Vocational Training (MoEVT), through the Zanzibar
Institute of Education (ZIE) has ensured that the process of preparing the syllabus,
has considered the contributions and views of education stakeholders as well as
various publications, including syllabi from other countries that use Thematic
approach to ensure that children acquire the intended competences and are evaluated
based on the identified learning outcomes.

In considering educational equity for all children, this Syllabus will be applied to all
schools in Zanzibar, including government, private and community schools. I would
like to extend my sincere thanks to all the stakeholders who contributed to the writing
of this document including the ZIE advisory board, management and all its staff, the
group of early childhood education experts, curriculum developers, educational
inspectors, teachers, including retired teachers and all those involved in writing and
editing this document.

I hope this Syllabus will be used by teachers and other curriculum practitioners at
the level of Pre-primary Education to raise the standard of education for all schools
in Zanzibar.

Khamis A. Said

Principal Secretary,

Ministry of Education and Vocational Training,
Zanzibar.
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INTRODUCTION

The Ministry of Education and Vocational Training in Zanzibar aims to build a
society with Zanzibari traditions, norms and values and enhance life by providing
children with independent education to achieve national and international goals and
meet the challenges posed by the 21st Century advancement of science and
technology.

The Zanzibar Education Policy (2006) provides direction for education to meet the
developmental needs of the Zanzibar community, including the needs of each
individual learner. This policy focuses on providing quality and appropriate
education in preparing children to acquire literacy, numeracy and creativity skills
based on learning areas.

The Pre-primary Education Syllabus will help children learn literacy, writing,
numeracy and creativity skills easily. The pre-school teachers will be able to use a
variety of techniques in directing children to practice learning activities relevant to
the topics/themes in their level learning areas. Such methods and practices will be
applied according to the learning and teaching environment and materials.

This is an activity-based Syllabus that has collected the general learning outcomes
that the Pre-primary school teacher should achieve through the implementation of
specific learning outcomes in the topic/theme for each learning area. Also, the
teacher can assess the child through the assessment techniques and tools contained
in the Syllabus matrix. In addition, the teacher should do a formative assessment
through the suggested learning activities outlined in the Syllabus matrix.

1.1 Zanzibar Philosophy of Education

The Pre-primary Education Syllabus focuses on the Philosophy of Education for self-
reliance as outlined in the 2019 Pre-primary and primary curriculum framework.
This philosophy is the foundation of Zanzibar education. It includes self-sufficiency,
self-reliance, sustainability, life skills, valuing equity, entrepreneurship, innovation,
curiosity, creativity and the ability to evaluate and analyze.

1.2 Goals of Education in Zanzibar

1. To promote and sustain cultural values, attitudes, customs of the people of
Tanzania and particularly Zanzibar to enhance unity and cultural identity;

2. To promote the acquisition and appropriate use of all forms of knowledge
and skills for the full development of the human personality and
improvement of quality of life for the individual and for the society as a
whole;

3. To enable every citizen to understand and respect the fundamentals of the
national constitution as well as the enshrined human and civil rights,
obligations and responsibilities;
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1.3

To promote and enable operational use, management and conservation of
the environment;

To install love and respect for work, self and wage employment, individual
work discipline to improve work performance;

To inculcate principles and practice of tolerance, peace, love, justice;
understanding human rights and fundamental freedoms, national unity;
international cooperation enshrined in international basic charters.

The General Objectives of Education

The general objectives of education are:

1.

1.4

To promote and develop Tanzanians’ values, ideology, and customs to
strengthen national unity and identity.

To promote access to and proper use of skills and knowledge for the
sustainable development of society.

To enable all citizens to understand and respect the fundamentals of the
constitution, their responsibilities and human rights.

Promote awareness of proper use, management and conservation of the
environment.

Increase love, respect and discipline in work to increase efficiency.

Encourage compliance with principles, promote peace and tolerance, love,
justice, understanding of human rights and responsibilities, national unity
and international cooperation as defined in the basic international treaties.

General Objectives of Pre-primary Education in Zanzibar

Pre-primary education is provided to enable children to:

l.

AN

Develop a self-respecting attitude and respect for other children, including
special needs and adults.

Build a culture of mutual support and tolerance among themselves and their
community.

Acquire conflict resolution skills and live together in a safe environment.
Develop a habit of appreciating other people’s ideas.
Acquire skills to integrate the knowledge they learn at home and school.

Develop healthy eating habits, care for their health, and promote physical
and environmental hygiene.

Develop a habit of respecting their own beliefs and those of others and
valuing the values of their communities.

Acquire skills to play a variety of childish nature games.

Solve simple science and mathematics problems.
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10. Express and construct a simple argument.
11. Design various objects and classify them.

12. Acquire skills or use of electronic devices and Information and
Communication Technology.

1.5 General Learning Outcomes
a. Have good body coordination by performing fine and gross motor skills.

b. Follow instructions, solve minor problems and be able to use thinking
skills.

Demonstrate literacy skills, including writing short sentences.
d. Apply mathematical skills in their daily lives.

e. Have moral ethics and practices of their religions and to value and respect
the values and traditions of people of other faiths.

f. Communicate using words and actions in a variety of contexts.
g. Appreciate the essentials of nation-building

h. Using electronic and ICT equipment in learning.

1.6  Rationale for Writing the Pre-primary Education Syllabus

This Syllabus is a pre-requisite for the implementation of the 2021 Pre-primary
Education Curriculum, which prepares the pre-primary child to be creative. It helps
them acquire basic developmental skills that will help them learn and master
primary education lessons effectively in line with the global 21st Century skills.

The fifth programme in The Zanzibar Education Development Plan (ZEDP II)
Quality of Education identifies the need for reviewing and strengthening the pre-
primary and primary education syllabi to promote foundations that reflect the
actual learning expectations. This Syllabus translates the recommendations

provided for the 2019 curriculum framework, which has focused on implementing
the ZEDP 1I.

This Syllabus addresses all children in Zanzibar pre-primary schools, including
those with special educational needs from four to five years of age. Similarly, it
will be used by pre-primary school teachers, education officers, curriculum
officers, examination officers, school inspectors, TC advisors, and other
educational stakeholders including civil society organizations and development
partners.
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1.7 Cross-cutting issues in the Pre-primary Syllabus

The cross-cutting issues mentioned in this Syllabus are gender, HIV/AIDS,
inclusive education and life skills, child rights, child and drug abuse, corruption,
environment and financial education.

1.8 Time

According to the Zanzibar Education Policy, the pre-primary education shall be
provided for two years to the four and five year’s children. This means that a child
is prepared to start primary school at the age of six.

1.9 Assessment of the pre-primary child progress

A child’s assessment of their progress will be conducted to monitor daily changes
in their learning as well as physical, mental, social and emotional development.
Assessment will help the teacher to determine the child’s development and quality
of teaching and learning techniques. Similarly, it will help to identify the level of
skills a child has acquired to plan strategies to help children with special
educational needs and recommend to review the Syllabus and teaching and
learning materials to suit the needs of each child.

In this level of education the child progress should not be measured by
examinations and tests. A teacher should measure each child’s development and
learning progress step by step daily, monthly, each term and annually based on the
specific learning outcomes after each topic/theme by using the assessment guide
line. Finally, the teacher should record how the child is learning.

1.10 Assessment Guide in Pre-primary Education

A child development assessment should be done daily to get information on the
child’s learning progress. This Pre-primary Syllabus recommends observation
assessment technique and daily monitoring of the child’s development as it is a
reliable way of showing the child’s actual performance.

The teacher should monitor the child’s daily activities both in and out of the
classroom and keep a record of the child’s progress indicators. Therefore, a day
report may not provide the actual development of a child’s development unless
monitoring and record-keeping are required. The assessment guide will include
assessment techniques and tools.



THE SYLLABUS STRUCTURE

This Syllabus consists of two main parts namely introduction and the teaching and
learning matrix.

2.1 Introduction

This section provides detailed information about the Syllabus including the
philosophy, purpose and objectives of education in Zanzibar. Also, it includes
objectives of pre-primary education in Zanzibar, skills, content, competences,
selection and sequence of the topics, learning areas and the child assessment.

2.2 Teaching and Learning Matrix

This part of the matrix shows the teaching and learning procedures designed to be
conducted for each year in order to achieve the general learning outcomes. These
general learning outcomes are presented before the teaching and learning matrix. The
matrix is made of topic/themes, specific learning outcomes, learning activities,
learning resources, assessment and the number of periods. The following is the
description of what is in the columns:

2.2.1 Themes/Topics

Themes/Topics are arranged such that knowledge, skills and attitude are achieved.
In addition, the arrangement focuses on the child’s mental, physical, social and visual
development potential. In the areas of learning, the topics and themes are arranged
sequentially, from simple to complex, which will enable the child to learn more
quickly.

2.2.2 Learning Outcomes

Each sub-topic/theme is written with specific learning outcomes detailing the
knowledge, skills and attitudes that a child should learn. The learning outcomes focus
on what the pre-primary child is expected to do after learning the particular
topic/theme. The teacher is advised to consider the outcomes carefully.

2.2.3 Learning activities

The learning activities column with the participatory techniques that the teacher and
the pre-primary child can use to achieve the intended goal. The teacher should

use a variety of teaching and learning methods to meet the needs of each topic and
the teaching environment of the particular topic. The teacher should focus their
energy and expertise on engaging the child in learning using the identified activities.
It is emphasized that the teacher should use the children’s experiences and
participatory learning techniques to facilitate effective learning.

2.2.4 Learning resources
The learning resources column shows the list of the suggested learning resources to
be used in facilitating the themes. The teacher should make sure that they use the
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resources appropriately in order to develop the intended competence. In addition, the
teacher is advised to be creative in developing and using other resources depending
on the child’s learning needs.

2.2.5 Periods

This column contains the number of the estimated periods for each topic/theme. The
estimation varies from one learning area to another. Each year will have two terms
consisting of 21 weeks each. There will be 8 periods of 30 minutes each per day. The
total number of periods per week is 40. The number of periods is determined by the
size of the sub-topic/theme, the teaching and learning environment and the number
of specific learning outcomes after calculating the number of hours per year.
However, these suggestions for the number of periods may change depending on the
teaching and learning context. The start and ending times of the periods will depend
on the specific context of each place. A 55-minutes period has been dedicated for the
activities in learning corners and outside the classroom. Also, there will be a 30-
minutes break when children go to eat.

23 Thematic Approach

This is a learning approach where many aspects of the curriculum are taught together
in the same content rather than separated into different subjects. Thematic
approaches are usually seen to focus on the age of young children rather than the
system of using subjects.

2.4 Themes
In this syllabus, a total number of 10 themes will be used in pre-primary teaching
and learning for both first and second year.

2.5 The Pre-primary Education Themes

No. Second Year
1. Myself
2. My family and community
3. My school
4. My country
5. Animals
6. Water, water bodies (lakes, rivers, oceans) and travel
7. Plants
8. The weather and Climate
9 Food, Nutrition and Health
10. Our environment and its protection
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2.6 Scope and Sequence

In this Syllabus themes have been arranged according to knowledge, skills and
attitudes. Also, the arrangement has considered the children’s mental, physical,
social and emotional development. The topics/themes are arranged sequentially from
simple to complex. The following is the sequential structure of the topics/ themes:

2.7  Learning areas

This Pre-primary Syllabus has six learning areas which are:
1. Kiswahili Language Activities

Mathematical Activities

Environmental Activities

Creative Arts and Sports Activities

Islamic Religion Activities

A

English Language Activities
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VITENDO VYA
LUGHA YA KISWAHILI



STADI ZA JUMLA
Katika kujifunza Vitendo vya Lugha, Mtoto aoneshe uwezo wa:-

l.
2.
3.

Kuwasiliana
Kuelezea tunu za Taifa.

Kuzungumza kwa kuelezea matukio mbalimbali katika hadithi, nyimbo na
vitendawili.

Kusoma maneno yenye silabi zisizozidi tatu na silabi ambatano.

Kuandika maneno yenye silabi zisizozidi tatu na silabi ambatano.

Mawanda na Mtiririko wa Vitendo vya Lugha ya Kiswabhili

MADA/DHAMIRA
STADI

MWAKA WA 2

KUSIKILIZA NA KUZUNGUMZA |1. MAZINGIRA YANGU

a. Majina

b. Mazungumzo

c. Vitendawili

d. Mawasiliano
2. NCHI YANGU

a. Rangi

b. Hadithi

c. Nyimbo

d. Fahari za Zanzibar
KUSOMA 3. KUSOMA

a. Herufi

b. Silabi

c¢. Maneno

KUANDIKA 4. KUANDIKA
a. Herufi
b. Silabi

c. Maneno




STADI
Katika kujifunza Vitendo vya Lugha ya Kiswahili Mwaka wa pili mtoto aoneshe
uwezo wa;

1. Kuwasiliana.

2. Kuzungumza kwa kuelezea matukio mbalimbali katika hadithi, nyimbo na
vitendawili.

3. Kuelezea fahari za Taifa.
4. Kusoma maneno yenye silabi zaidi ya mbili na silabi ambatano.

5. Kuandika maneno yenye silabi zaidi ya mbili na silabi ambatano.
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MATHEMATICAL
ACTIVITIES
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GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES
The child should demonstrate the ability to:

1. Compare things found in his/her environment.
2. Manage time and measurements in his/her life.
3. Count, read and write numbers.

4. Use and save money in his/her life.

5. Add and subtract.

Scope and Sequence of Mathematical Activities

SECOND YEAR
TOPIC/THEME TOPIC / SUB-THEME
1. SHAPES a. Types of Shapes (oval shape, star shape)
(Home and School) b. Shapes and characteristics
2. NUMBERS c. Counting the numbers in sequence 21-50
(Myself) d. Reading numbers 21-50
e. Writing the numbers 21-50
3. MATHEMATICAL | f. Addition
OPERATIONS g. Subtraction
(Environment)
4. TIME (Environment) | h. Schedule of the day
i. Months in a year
5. MEASUREMENTS | j. Weight
(Home and School) k. Area
1.
6. CURRENCY m. Note
(My country) n. Uses of note
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MATHEMATICAL ACTIVITIES FOR SECOND YEAR

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES

The child should demonstrate the ability to:

1. Compare the things found in local environment.
2. Use time and measurements in his/her life.

3. Count read and write numbers.

4. Use money and keep savings in his/her life.

5. Add and subtract numbers.
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ENVIRONMENTAL
ACTIVITIES
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ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVITIES

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES

Child should demonstrate the ability to:

1. Explain good family relationship and their rights.
2. Preserve different things that exist in their environment.
3. Strengthen the immunity of the body by considering balanced diet.
4. Introduce Zanzibar/Tanzania and its economic activities.
5. Develop Communication and Technological skills.
6. 6. Investigate things that use force of nature in their environment.
Scope and Sequence of Environmental Activities
SECOND YEAR
TOPIC/THEMES SUB TOPIC
1. FAMILY a. Responsibilities of family members
b. Family relationship
2. THE HUMAN BODY a. Sense organs
b. Clothes Cleanliness
3. OUR ENVIRONMENT a. Environmental hygiene
b. Trees and plants
c. Social and national buildings
4. HEALTH AND DISEASE a. Children’s disease
b. Drug abuse
c. HIV/AIDS
5. TRANSPORTATION a. Land transportation
b. Water transportation (Marine)
c. Air transportation
6. MY COUNTRY a. Tanzania
b. Economic activities (In the sea)
7. WEATHER a. Weather change
b. Seasons
8. TECHNOLOGY a. Technological devices used at home
b. Technological devices used in
school
9. NATURAL FORCES a. Pulling and pushing
b. Floating and sinking
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GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES

The child should demonstrate the ability to:

. Build a good relationship between family members.
. Protect various things found in his/her surrounding.

Strengthen the body's immunity.

1

2

3

4. Introduce Tanzania and its economic activities.

5. Develop Communication and Technological Skills.
6

Observe things that use the natural forces in his/her surrounding.
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CREATIVE ARTS AND SPORTS
ACTIVITIES
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CREATIVE ARTS AND SPORTS ACTIVITIES

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES
The child should demonstrate the ability to:

1.

Protect traditions, customs and culture of Zanzibaris.

2. Build good health and well being.
3. Promote the creative arts talents.
4. Play games that are in his/her environment.
5. Promote the body control skills.
Scope and Sequence of Creative Arts and Sports Activities
SUB TOPICS: SECOND YEAR
1. GYMNASTIC a. Body postures
(Myself) b. Body controlling
c. Athletic actions
2. SINGING d. Songs
(My Country) e. Poems
3. GAMES f.  Minor games
(Our Environment g. Big games skills
4. DRAWING a. Colours
(Our Environment) b. Creative pictures
c. Decoration of patterns
5. CREATIVITY h. Pottery
1. Plaiting
j. Crafting
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LEARNING OUTCOMES
The child should demonstrate the ability to:

Al e

Perform the physical exercises.

Protect customs, traditions, and culture of Zanzibaris.
Build good health and personality.

Promote the talentsv in creative arts.

Play games that are in his/her surroundings.
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VITENDO VYA DINI YA KIISLAMU
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STADI ZA JUMLA
Mtoto aoneshe uwezo wa: -

1. Kuishi katika mfumo sahihi unaokubalika katika Uislamu.
2. Kuonesha tabia njema katika matendo ya kila siku.
3. Kusoma, kuandika na kutumia herufi za hijai kwa usahihi.
4. Kusoma, kutafsiri, kuhifadhi na Kutumia Qur-ani na Hadithi za Mtume
Muhammad (S.A.W) katika mwenendo mzima wa maisha.
5. Kufuata sira ya Mtume Muhammad (S.A.W).
Mawanda na Mtiririko Vitendo vya Dini ya Kiislamu
MWAKA WA PILI
MADA/DHAMIRA MADA/DHAMIRA NDOGO
1. TAWHID a. Nguzo za Imani
(Mazingira yetu na jinsi ya | b. Majina ya Mwenyezi Mungu (s.w) (5-8)
kuyalinda)
2. MAADILI YA a. Tabia Njema
KIISLAMU b. Mavazi ya Kiislamu
(Mimi)
3. HERUFI a. Kusoma silabi za herufi za hijai
(Nyumbani na Skuli) b. Stadi za uandishi wa herufi za hijai
4. QUR-ANI a. Suratul - Kauthar
(Nchi yangu) b. Suratul - Kafirun
c. Suratu Nnasri
d. Suratul — Lahab
5. SIRA a. Sifa za Mtume Muhammad (S.A.W)
(Familia na Jamii) b. Wake wa Mtume Muhammad (S.A.W)
6. HADITHI a. Hadithi ya kupiga hodi
(Nchi yangu na Ulimwengu b. Hadithi ya Rushwa
unaotuzunguka)
7. DUA a. Duaya kulala
(Hali ya Hewa na Tabiaya | b. Dua ya kuamka
Nchi) c. Dua ya kuvaa nguo
d. Dua ya kuingia msikitini
8. IBADA a. Najisi
(Maji, Vyanzo vya Majina | b. Udhu
Usafiri) c. Sala
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STADI

VITENDO VYA DINI YA KIISLAMU MWAKA WA PILI

Mtoto aoneshe uwezo wa:-

b=

Kumuamini Allah (S.W) katika matendo ya kila siku.

Kuishi katika mfumo sahihi wa maisha ya kiislamu.

Kusoma, kuandika na kutumia herufi za hijai kwa usahihi.

Kusoma, kutafsiri, kuhifadhi na Kutumia Qur-ani na Hadithi za Mtume
Muhammad (S.A.W) katika mwenendo mzima wa maisha.

Kufuata sira ya Mtume Muhammad (S.A.W).
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ACTIVITIES
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GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES
In learning English Language Activities, the child should demonstrate
the ability to:

1.

Al

Communicate appropriately using verbal and non-verbal communication

in a variety of contexts.

Demonstrate basic literacy skills.
Recognise sound-symbol correspondence.
Read letters and simple words.
Write letters and simple words.
The Scope and Sequence of The English Language Activities

SKILLS PRE-PRIMARY 2
LISTENING . My self
AND a. Greetings
SPEAKING b. Bidding Farewell
c. Introducing oneself and friends
d. Parts of the body
e. Personal belongings
. My family
a. Family members
b. Polite requests and Apology
. My home and school
a. Objects found at home and school
b. Electronic objects found at home and school
. Our environment
a. Colours
b. Domestic and wild animals
READING . PRE-READING
a. Pictures
b. Sounds of the alphabets
c. Letters of the alphabets
d. Words
e. Number 1 - 20
WRITING . PRE-WRITING

a. Letters
b. Simple words
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English Language Activities for Pre-Primary 2

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES
After completing the English Language Activities of pre-primary 2, The child
should demonstrate the ability to:
1. Communicate with friends and family members.
Recognize sound-symbol correspondence.
Read letters of the alphabet.
Read words comprised of one up to five letters.
Write vowels and consonants.
Write simple words consisting of one up to five letters.

AN
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