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PREFACE

The English Syllabus for Standard I-III of 2022 is derived from the great changes in 
education that were conducted by the Ministry of Education and Vocational Training 
(MoEVT), that has included the curriculum review of Pre-primary and Primary 
Education in 2019. The aim of reviewing this syllabus is to make it go along with 
the development of science and technology, competitive in labor market with global 
economic changes as it has been explained in several governmental documents 
including the Zanzibar Education Policy.

MoEVT through the Zanzibar Institute of Education (ZIE) has prepared the English 
Language Syllabus in order to suit the subject’s needs. Therefore, this syllabus 
contains all English language topics that relate to the aim and context of the 
subject concerned. The writing of this syllabus has considered several educational 
stakeholders in different levels especially in primary education. MoEVT through ZIE 
has ensured that this syllabus incompasses the stakeholders’ opinions together with 
the review of several documents from other countries that are similar geographically 
as well as in terms of educational system and population.

MoEVT sincerely thanks all the stakeholders who participated in one way or another 
in the development of this English Language Syllabus (I-III) from the beginning to 
its completion. These including; ZIE Advisory Board members, ZIE Staff, Lectures, 
MoEVT Technical Team, Curriculum Developers, Teachers as well as Retired 
professionals from MoEVT.

I hopes this syllabus will be used for all government and private schools in Zanzibar, 
as well as other curriculum implementers at Primary Educational Level. 

Khamis A. Said.
Principal Secretary,
Ministry of Education and Vocational Training,  
Zanzibar.
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INTRODUCTION 
The English Language Syllabus has been developed for the pupils of the Standard        
I – III, which replaces the English Language Syllabus in Primary Level from Standard 
I-IV of 2009. This syllabus aims to equip the pupils with four major language skills 
namely listening, speaking, reading and writing. These skills have appeared in 
various topics and therefore the user will gain them while learning. Although those 
skills have been isolated in topic wise, they do not hinder the users to integrate them 
during learning. The Syllabus consists of the Introduction, Zanzibar Philosophy 
of Education, the Overall Goals of Education in Zanzibar, General Objectives of 
Primary Education, Reasons for Reviewing Curriculum of Primary Education and 
Importance of English Language Subject. Also, the Syllabus contains General 
Learning Outcomes of learning English Language Subject, Structure of the Syllabus, 
General Learning Outcomes for each class and Syllabus Matrix.  

1.1	 Zanzibar Philosophy of Education
The curriculum framework of pre-primary and primary is in line with Zanzibar’s 
philosophy of education, values and principles of its education system. 

The Philosophy of Education in Zanzibar is the same as that of the United Republic 
of Tanzania which is Education for Self-reliance, which aims at prepares youth to 
be self-sufficient, self-confidence, developing, to get life skills, value equality, be 
entrepreneur, discover, reasoning, create, and be able to evaluate and analyse things.

1.2	 The Overall Goals of Education in Zanzibar 
1.	 To promote and sustain cultural values, attitudes, customs of the people of 

Zanzibar/Tanzania to enhance unity and cultural identity.
2.	 To promote the acquisition and appropriate use of all forms of knowledge	

and skills for the full development of the human personality and quality life 
improvement of the society.

3.	 To enable every citizen to understand and respect the fundamentals of 
the National Constitution as well as the enshrined human and civil rights, 
obligations and responsibilities.

4.	 To promote and enable rational use, management and conservation of the 
environment.

5.	 To instill love and respect for work, self and wage employment, self-work 
discipline and best performance.

6.	 To inculcate principles and practices of tolerance, peace, love, justice, 
understanding, human rights and fundamental freedoms, national unity and 
international cooperation as enshrined in the international basic charters.

1.3  General Objectives of Primary Education
The general objectives of primary education in Zanzibar are as follows:

1.	 To enable all children of school going age develop and sustain strong foundations 
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of skills in reading, writing, counting, creativity and communication in 
Kiswahili, English and other foreign languages.

2.	 To enable learners, understand the application of science and technology and 
recognize its contribution to the national and international development.

3.	 To lay, develop and sustain in learners’ strong foundations of thinking skills and 
inquisitiveness in order to understand their environment and social relationship.

4.	 To enable the learners, understand how the past events influence the present as 
well as the future events.

5.	 To discover learner’s talents from their early age in order to sustain and develop 
them.

6.	 To lay strong foundations of skills of observation, thinking and co-operation in 
solving problems which hinder their personal development and the development 
of their society.

7.	 To prepare learners for joining secondary education.
8.	 To enable the learners, develop mental abilities and interest in continuous 

search for knowledge.
9.	 To familiarize learners with productive vocational activities and promote their 

readiness for fulfillment of their social responsibilities.
10.	 To enable learners, recognize and uphold national unity as well as the 

cooperation between their nation and other nations and people.
11.	 To enable the learners, develop acceptable moral, cultural and ideological 

values in order to promote patriotism and enable them to understand their 
country’s historical, political and social situations.

12.	 To develop and sustain learners’ self – discipline, observance of gender equality 
and maintenance of personal and other peoples’ health.

13.	 To enable the learners, develop habits of smartness, cleanliness and proper use 
of their leisure time.

14.	 To promote learners’ love for their environment and interest in environmental 
conservation.

1.4	 Reasons for Reviewing Curriculum of Primary Education 

In 2019, the Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar reviewed the Pre-Primary and 
Primary Education Curriculum. The aim was to make it relevant to the development 
of Science and Technology, labour market competition and global economic changes, 
as stated in various Government documents, including Zanzibar Policy of Education. 
The policy focuses on enhancing the quality and structure of education so as to have 
good link starting from Pre-Primary, Primary to Secondary, in order to suit peoples’ 
expectations within the society. Among the proposed changes is to have seven (7) 
years of primary education instead of six (6) years that was being practiced before.

1.5	 Importance of English Language Subject
English is the second official language, following Kiswahili which is also the 
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national language. It is the main medium of instruction at post primary education 
and training. Furthermore, it is the channel for local and international commerce, 
trade and industry. English is also one of the key means of communication, local and 
international understanding, negotiations and agreements. In Zanzibar, it is one of 
the major tools for promoting tourism.

In view of those roles, it becomes necessary to teach/learn English effectively for 
communicative purposes. To achieve this, the functional or communicative approach 
in teaching/learning English shall be maintained (instead of the grammar-based 
approach). The communicative approach offers pupils opportunities for creative and 
meaningful learning. 

1.6	 General Learning Outcomes
After the learners have completed the English language in the lower primary 
Education, he/she should demonstrate the following competences:  

	Communicate appropriately in English orally in a range of social situations 
	Communicate basic ideas through the written medium. 
	Read narrative texts with understanding.
	Read basic descriptive and expository texts.
	Use English for a range of basic communicative purposes.

2.0  STRUCTURE OF THE SYLLABUS

This syllabus consists of two main sections: the preliminary pages and the teaching 
and learning tables/matrix.

2.1	 Preliminary Pages
This section consists of the introduction of the syllabus, Zanzibar Philosophy of 
Education, the overall goals of education in Zanzibar, general objectives of Zanzibar 
Primary Education, reasons for reviewing Curriculum of Primary Education and  
importance of English Language Subject. Also, there are the general learning 
outcomes of English Language for Standards I-III. Other aspects are: explanations 
on items from the syllabus matrix as well as the scope and sequence of the topics 
therein. 

2.2	 Teaching and Learning Tables/Matrix
This section shows the learning procedures clarified in the three tables which carries 
the content of learning from Standard I-III. Each table starts with the list of general 
learning outcomes for the specific class. After the general learning outcomes, follows 
the table of matrix which consists of topics, specific learning outcomes, learning 
techniques, learning resources, assessment, and number of periods for each subtopic. 
The following are explanations for each item from the teaching and learning tables/
matrix.
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2.2.1	Topics
The topics focus on the scope of teaching and learning of the specific learning area.

2.2.2	Specific Learning Outcomes
Each subtopic shows specific learning outcomes. Those learning outcomes describe 
knowledge, skills, and attitude that each learner is supposed to gain from the subtopic. 
Specific learning outcomes are used in assessment that demonstrates indicators of 
the competence. Normally, pupil begins to show some indicators while learning. So, 
each learner is supposed to attain the mentioned specific learning outcomes.

2.2.3		 Learning Techniques
This column consists of interactive learning techniques to be used in learning the topics 
in this subject. The learning techniques are questions and answers, brainstorming, 
games, songs, gallery walk, demonstration, role play and practical works. These are 
proposed methods that seemed to motivate the pupils’ participation in learning. The 
teacher is advised to use other interactive techniques which might be appropriate 
according to their teaching environment. 

2.2.4		 Learning Resources
Learning resources relate to learning techniques, specific learning outcomes, 
subtopic and the requirements of each subtopic. However, the listed resources are 
the proposed samples, the teacher is advised to be creative in improvising resources 
from real environment or local raw materials. Also, teacher should cooperate with 
the learners to create and design learning resources by using local raw materials 
available in their environment.

2.2.5		 Assessment
In this column, assessment techniques and tools are suggested to assess if the learners 
achieve the intended specific learning outcomes of the targeted topic. Assessment 
should be done daily, weekly, monthly, at the end of the term, and year. Teacher is 
insisted to assess each learner’s progress using various techniques. Those techniques 
are such as self-assessment, observation, portfolio, checklist, questions and answers 
and exercises. While using those techniques, it is better for a teacher to focus on the 
proposed techniques and tools of assessment addressed in the syllabus and consider 
needs of every pupil. 

2.2.6		 Periods
This column shows the estimated number of periods for teaching a given topic. They 
are calculated on the basis of the number of days in the academic year (210) divided 
by the number of teaching days per week and multiplied by the number of periods 
per week. The total number of periods is divided by the number of sub-topics in the 
syllabus to get the average number of periods per sub- topic.  However, the teacher 
may slightly adjust the estimated number of periods for a given topic or sub-topic 
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depending on the needs of his/her class. 

The English subject has been allocated six (6) periods per week for standard I and II 
and five (5) periods for standard III. From Monday to Thursday, during the morning 
shift, the duration of each period shall be 40 minutes. It shall be 35 minutes in the 
afternoon shift. On Fridays the duration of each period shall be 30 minutes only. The 
allocated time should be utilized fully. Lost instructional time should be compensated 
through the school’s local arrangements.

2.3	 Selection of Topics
Topics in this syllabus are based on the four basic language skills that need to be 
developed, namely; listening skills, speaking skills, reading skills and writing skills. 
Many topics run through all the three classes while others are taught in some classes. 
However, their corresponding sub-topics are arranged in such a way that knowledge 
and skills acquired at a given level form the basis for learning other aspects of the 
given topic at the next level. The following table shows the suggested topics that are 
in this syllabus.

No TOPICS SEQUENCES OF THE TOPICS PER CLASS

STANDARD I STANDARD II STANDARD III
1. GREETINGS √
2. INTRODUCING √ √                
3. INSTRUCTING √ √ √
4.

IDENTIFYING √ √ √

5. DESCRIBING √ √ √
6. MAKING POLITE 

REQUEST AND 
RESPONSES

√ √ √

7. READING √ √
8. LIBRARY USE √ √ √
9. WRITING √ √ √
10. EXPRESSING 

EMOTIONS √

11. EXPRESSING √
12. TELLING TIME √

TOTAL 09 09 08
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STANDARD I
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STANDARD I

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES 

At the end of Standard I, the pupil should demonstrate the ability to: -
1.	 Communicate well by making and responding to polite requests, commands, 

instructions and greet people appropriately. 
2.	 Develop a sense of reading skills.
3.	 Make self-introduction and introduce others accordingly.
4.	 Develop counting skills in relating to figures with words from 1 to 150 through 

speaking, reading and writing. 
5.	 Use vowel and consonant sounds in producing correct pronunciation.
6.	 Acquire rules and regulations about library and apply knowledge in daily 

life. 	
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STANDARD II
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STANDARD II 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES

At the end of Standard II, the pupil should demonstrate the ability to: 
1.	 Describe parts of the body, common objects and animals found within their 

surroundings.
2.	 Make and respond to polite requests and commands appropriately.
3.	 Express personal emotions and use instructions to certain situations.
4.	 Count things and relate them with numbers from 151 to 200 through 

speaking, reading and writing.
5.	 Read and write simple oral texts.
6.	 Develop reading culture. 
7.	 Apply English language skills in different communicative aspects.
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STANDARD III

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES

At the end of Standard III, the pupil should demonstrate the ability to: 
1.	 Describe objects and animals with their physical features.
2.	 Express likes and dislikes in different situations.
3.	 Use instructions in various situations.
4.	 Make and respond to polite requests and apologies appropriately.
5.	 Count things and relate them with numbers from 201 to 999 through speak-

ing, reading and writing.
6.	 Manipulate time into different situations.
7.	 Perform actively in activities involving the use of library.
8.	 Read and write short stories accurately.
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